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A Word from Mr. Kearns: 
Welcome to our school summer term newsletter. As we look back at the 
school year there have been many great events to remember.  

The performances by all classes at the Christmas Concert were a joy to 
behold and the preparation and effort put in by all staff, parents and 
children into making the concert a success was greatly appreciated. The 
concert raised over €5000 and this has gone towards equipping our 
library. We expect to take delivery of our new library furniture next 
month so we hope that you will be able to come and enjoy our new 
facility in the near future. 

Last September the Irish Flag and the Proclamation of Independence was delivered to the school by 
members of the Irish Defence Forces. This was in itself a great occasion. On Proclamation Day, the 
15th of March, we raised this flag at a ceremony in the school. The boys from 5th and 6th classes re-
wrote the Proclamation to reflect what they felt should be included for a modern day Ireland. This 
Children’s Proclamation was read at the flag raising ceremony and it was a moment of great pride for 
all involved to hear those words being read aloud. A framed copy of the Children's Proclamation is 
now in pride of place in the lobby area for all to see. I believe that moments like these are landmarks 
in school life and form part of the memories of school which remain with the children forever. 

Finally, it will be time for me to say goodbye to Scoil Bhríde this coming October. I have worked 
here both as teacher since 1981 and Principal since 2005 and I look forward to totally changing 
direction career wise. My time here has been filled with joy, laughter and the glorious sound of 
happy children. Most of all I have enjoyed watching the community of Blanchardstown grow and 
embrace change and yet retain all of the values that make this school a very special place to have 
your child educated.  Scoil Bhríde has been a large part of that growth and change and I hope that it 
continues to serve the wider community long after I have departed. 

Slán agus Beannacht. 
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Sport with Blanchardstown I.T. 
Every Thursday since the start of the year, students 
from Blanchardstown I.T. have been coming into 
Scoil Bhríde Boys’ and taking different classes for 
sports and games. Those students are studying 
Sports Management & Coaching with their tutor 
John Byrne. Every week in Scoil Bhríde Boys’, the 
students get the opportunity to use the skills they’ve 
learned on their course as they coach the different 
classes in our school.

6th Class Visit Blanchardstown I.T. 
Mr. Glynn recently brought ten 6th class boys to 
Blanchardstown I.T. to participate in a series of 
workshops on coding, hacking, animation and 
internet safety. As well as creating their own 
animated cartoons & movies with GoAnimate, the 
children learned about the importance of creating a 
secure password when it comes to online sites. Just 
as they were about to go home, Mr. Glynn was given 
the exciting news that Blanchardstown I.T. would be 
sponsoring Scoil Bhríde Boys’ N.S. with a brand new 
iPad and the loan of a 3-D Printer. We’ll be watching 
out for some amazing 3-D creations in the weeks 
ahead!

Gaelic Football 
Congratulations to all the Boys on this year’s Gaelic Football Team on 
bringing some long overdue silverware back to Scoil Bhríde Boys. 
Having come so close in the last number of years, this year’s team 
worked tirelessly on the training ground to produce some excellent 
displays of courage, spirit, skill and determination against all their 
local rivals and came out on top in this year’s local Gaelic Football 
League. Comhghairdeas! A word of thanks to Mr. McFadden, Miss. 
Crummey & Mr. Wall for training and preparing the 
boys ahead of their matches.  

Fund Raising Book Fair: 
Recently we held a Book Fair in Scoil 
Bhríde Boys’ N.S. This was another 
fundraiser for our new library. We sold lots 
of books and raised over €1000 that will be 
put towards buying new books for the 
library. We’d like to thank all parents who 
supported this fundraiser and also a special 
word of thanks to our SNAs (Yvonne 
Flood, Yvonne Murray & Maureen O’ 
Brien) for running our Book Fair.

School Closures & Holidays 

June Bank Holiday: Monday 6th 
June (School Closed) 
Teacher Inservice Day: Tuesday, 7th June (School Closed) 
Summer Holidays: Thursday, 30th June. 
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Soccer Team: 
The Scoil Bhríde Boys’ soccer team, trained by 
Mr. Wall, Mr. Finegan & Mr. Clare, started their 
season with an extra time defeat to Huntstown. 
They followed this up with a league win against 
Mountview. Hopes are high for a successful 
season.
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Defibrillator & iPads 
Many of you will remember the 
collection of old mobile phones that we 
arranged last year. Those phones were 
being collected so as we could exchange 
them for a defibrillator for our school. In 
total, we collected over 1000 old phones. 
We exchanged most of those old phones for the 
defibrillator unit. This piece of life saving equipment is 
stored near the PE Hall in the school. Most of the staff 
have received professional training in how to operate 
the defibrillator in an emergency. On top of this, we 
exchanged our surplus phones for two iPads for the 
school. We’d like to sincerely thank all of the staff, 
parents & children who donated phones to our 
collection. Without your support, we would never have 
been able to hit our target of 1,000 phones.

Christmas Fundraising Concert  
It was fantastic to see so many parents, 
grandparents and friends of Scoil Bhríde Boys’ 
at our Christmas Concert. This concert was a 
fundraiser to help us stock our school library. 
We raised nearly €5,000 between ticket sales 
and sponsorship and we’d like to thank 
everyone who came along and helped us raise 
this money. A Library Committee has been 
formed and we our now awaiting the delivery 
of some new furniture for our library. Watch 
this space! We hope to have our library up and 
running before long!
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School Website 
Our new school website is 
now up and running. Please 
visit www.scoilbhrideb.com 
and have a look for yourself. 
Lots of classes have their own 
webpage so as parents can 
catch a glimpse of what goes 
on in each classroom. If you 
follow the link to the videos, 
you will be able to see a short 

clip showing some of the highlights of our 
Christmas Concert. You’ll also find all of the 
school holidays listed on the calendar feature. 
Thanks to Darius, our webmaster, for updating 
and maintaining our school website. 

Seachtain na Gaeilge 
A very successful and enjoyable Seachtain na Gaeilge was organised in 
Scoil Bhríde Boys’ this year. To start the week off, all classes were 
treated to a live traditional Irish music session in the hall. The highlight 
of this was when the Senior Classes (led by the school choir) sung a 
version of Avicci’s “Wake Me Up” as Gaeilge. During the week there 
were lots of activities that encouraged the children to speak the Irish 
words and phrases that they have learned in school. To close Seachtain 
na Gaeilge, we had a concert in the hall where different classes 
performed some Irish poems & songs. A big thank you to all class 
teachers who arranged class performances. Thanks also to Ms. Sheehan 
and Mr. McFadden for organising this year’s Seachtain na Gaeilge. 

C o n f i r m a t i o n & F i r s t H o l y 
Communion 
Children in 6th Classes received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation on 26th February. First Holy 
Communion took place in St. Brigid’s Church on 
Saturday 23rd April. A big thank you to Mr. 
Glynn & Mr. McFadden for preparing the Sixth 
Class Boys for Confirmation. Well done to Mr. 
Moloney, Mr. Clare, Yvonne Murray & Yvonne 
Flood for preparing the First Communion 
Classes.

http://www.scoilbhrideb.com
http://www.scoilbhrideb.com
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New Board of Management: 
New Boards of Management took effect from 1st 
December 2015. The following people make up the 
Board of Management of Scoil Bhríde Boys’ 
National School: Chairman: Declan Murray, 
Principal: John Kearns, Teachers’ Representative: 
Stephen Mullen, Parents’ Representatives: Sandy 
Barbier & Ceaser Varghese, Community 
Representatives: Claire Greene & Collette Hayden. 
The term of the current Board of Management will 
run until December 2019.

Parents’ Association: 
We’d like to thank the Parents’ Association of 
Scoil Bhríde Boys’ N.S. for their support with 
numerous fundraisers this year. The following 
parents are members of our Parents’ Association: 
Chai rperson: Nicola Brunton, Suzanne 
McDonald, Karen Finn, Pauline Waters, Laura O’ 
Leary, Noeleen Smith, Rakhshanda Khan, Lauren 
Evans, Hong Liang & Pooja Pryandeep. 

Extra Curricular Activities: 
This year there has been a large range of Extra Curricular Activities 
provided by the teachers in Scoil Bhríde Boys’. Mr. Glynn & Mr. 
McFadden run their Homework Club every evening (Monday - 
Thursday, 2.30pm - 3.30pm). On Monday evenings, Mr. Clare & Mr. 
Wall teach soccer skills to the boys in 3rd & 4th Classes. Miss Hayes 
holds a Crafty Science Club for boys from 1st, 2nd & 3rd Classes on 
Tuesday evenings. On Thursday evenings, Ms. Sheehan holds a tin 

whistle class and we also have a Bike Club in our school and this is organised by Mr. Moloney & Mr. O’ 
Donnell. For more information on any of those after school activities, please speak to the organising 
teachers. 

Summer Camp: 
A Summer Camp, organised by some teachers from 
Scoil Bhríde Boys’ N.S. will run for the first two weeks 
of the summer holidays (4th - 8th July & 11th - 15th 
July). The children have already been given information 
leaflets regarding the summer camp. If you wish to 
enrol your son in this year’s summer camp, please 
return the form to the Secretary’s Office. 

Ministerial Visit: 
On 17th November 2015, Scoil Bhríde Boys’ was visited 
by An Taoiseach, Enda Kenny and a number of 
Government Ministers. The purpose of this visit was for 
the then Minister for Education & Skills (Jan O’ 
Sullivan) to announce a new programme of capital 
investment in the country’s schools. Between 2016 and 
2021, significant government investment will provide 
funding for 310 major school projects. Minister O’ 
Sullivan also announced that the long-term use of prefabs 
in schools will be eliminated under the new capital plan.

We’d like to hear from you… 
If you have any items or news that you’d like to see 
included in the next edition of our newsletter, 
please email stephenmullen@scoilbhrideb.com.
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